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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $7 million for Barnes Air National Guard Base in Westfield.  Specifically, the funding will go toward needed improvements, additions and alterations to the Fire Crash/Rescue Station at Barnes Air National Guard Base.

  "When servicemen and women volunteer to serve their country, we have an obligation to ensure that their work environment is safe," Olver said. "This funding is excellent news for Barnes, for the city of Westfield and for the entire region."

  The funding was included in the fiscal year 2007 Military of Life and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill, which was approved by the House on May 19. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.

    A 12,865-square-foot addition to the fire station will be a key part of the improvements at Barnes. The additional space is much needed and will allow for additional firefighting personnel at the base, which are needed as a result of the mission change as directed by the Department of Defense under the BRAC process in 2005.

      This project will support the A-10 units with future conversion to F-15 fighter jets. The existing facility was funded before there was a full time fire department. Consequently, the department is operating out of a severely undersized facility, compromising training and sleep areas because of dual use of space.  Additions and alterations to the existing facility are needed to ensure adequate support for military and civilian aircraft.

    "Barnes is an outstanding facility and military resource," Olver added. "This new funding would be in addition to the $35 million in federal funding that has been invested in the base in recent years and that clearly has been money well spent."
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